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UM ANNOUNCES W INNER OF MERRIAM-FRONTTER AWARD
MISSOULA Jenny Rachel Flynn, a University of Montana environmental studies graduate student, has
received UM ’s eleventh Merriam-Frontier Award.
With the award, Flynn will receive $250 for her winning essay, "Loss is the Great Lesson,"
which will be published in a book to be sold in local book stores and distributed to libraries
throughout the Northwest.
H.G. Merriam, longtime UM English professor who edited the quarterly journal Frontier,
established the Frontier Award to recognize the work of outstanding young UM writers. Merriam
died in 1980.
Flynn describes her winning essay as a literary link between the way people see women and
the way they look at landscapes.
UM English Professor Lois Welch, who chaired the award committee, said Flynn’s work
was "head and shoulders above the other submissions for the award."
"Flynn is an absolutely wonderful writer," said Welch. "There was absolutely no question
with the judges."
Flynn, the daughter of Valerie Flynn of Stevensville, earned a bachelor’s degree in English
from Vassar College in 1989. For each of the past three years, Vassar has awarded Flynn $1,500
for her graduate work at UM. She is also an Erasmus Scholar and a two-time recipient of U M ’s
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Bertha Morton Scholarship.
Flynn’s award coincides with the publication of last year’s winning essays, which are
compiled in a book, "All This Was Meant to Bum.” The 1993 winning authors were Kristin
Bloomer, for her essay "West of Wisdom"; Amy Linn, for "Gaining Touch"; and Leslie Ryan, for
"The Other Side of Fire."
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Contact: Lois Welch, 243-2553; or Jenny Rachel Flynn, 721-7639
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Local, Ravalli Republic and Bitterroot Star
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